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Downtown Traffic Signal Timing Study: 
Overview

ÅWhat is the Goal?
ÅThe goal of the study is to optimize traffic signal operations as necessary to 

ensure a safe, balanced and efficient transportation system for all users and 
to ensure the signal network supports livability and economic vitality.

ÅTask A: Best Practices Report
ÅData collection and observations

ÅStakeholder engagement

ÅBest Practices Report

ÅTask B: Traffic Signal Timing Plans
ÅUpdate pedestrian timings per federal compliance

ÅUpdate baseline signal timings on the street
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Stakeholder Engagement

ÅCincinnati Police Department

ÅParking providers

ÅTransit providers

ÅDCI, The Banks, OTR Chamber

ÅCincinnati Regional Chamber

Å3CDC

ÅOnline survey of businesses and residents
ÅOver 600 responses

ÅFocused on: overall performance, valet and truck loading, parking, transit 
operations, non-motorized operations, special events
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ÅDiscussions with various stakeholders



How Stakeholders Graded Downtown Traffic

òOverall traffic in Cincinnati, compared to other 
metropolitan areas, is not that badó

òNeed to look at mobility for all forms in a more 
holistic wayó

òDowntown should be seen as a destination, and 
not a through routeó

òThe lights are not timed right for traffic changes 
to OTRó

Report Card Grades: 

Overall Traffic Operations
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ÅStakeholders provided letter grades in the 
survey responses

ÅSample of comments provided:



Best Practices

ÅThe Best Practices review looked at 
over 30 mobility topics

ÅReport provides high-level analysis
to applicability to Cincinnati

ÅTopics into buckets:
ÅRecommended items 

ÅConsidered further advancement

ÅNot recommended

ÅPresentation discusses several of the 
topics
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Signal Timing: Fixed 
Time Coordination

ÅExisting practice of using fixed time should 
be maintained 

ÅFixed time is utilized in numerous other 
cities with tight urban grids

ÅBenefits include:
ÅLow maintenance costs

ÅExpected pedestrian operations

ÅCreate routine gaps in traffic for parking and 
curbside operations
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Coordinated Green Lights along 8th Street


